
 
Aledo Independent School District 

GRADES 6-12 DISTANCE LEARNING 
School Name  Aledo Middle School 

Grade Level  8th grade science 

Week of  4/20-4/26 
*All assigned work due by Sunday at midnight 

 

Lesson Frame: 
We Will:  
Explore how short-and long-term environmental changes affect organisms and traits in subsequent 
populations. 
I Will:  
Watch videos, read the information in the paragraphs, answer questions, and create a thinking map 
over short and long-term environmental effects 
So That I Can: 
Explain how these effects can affect traits of organisms. 

Estimated Time to Complete: 2 hours 

Resources Needed: 
GoFormative Website 
Journal or Google slides/docs 
 
Non-Digital Resources: This document is for students with no internet access. 
Short and Long Term.pdf 

Lesson Delivery (What do we want you to learn?): 

1. Log in to Google Classroom and click on your science class 
2. Find the assignment link to GoFormative “Short and Long Term Environmental Changes” 

and click. 
3. Watch the 2 videos for short and long-term environmental changes. 
4. Read through the 2 paragraphs with information about environmental changes and answer 

the questions that follow. 
5. Read the short paragraph regarding the 3 options an organism has when there is an 

environmental change and then watch the video, “Move, adapt, or die”. 
6. Read the short paragraph over “adaptations”, and watch the video over the thorny devil. 
7. Read the passage about behavioral adaptations, and watch the video over flamingo. 
8. Read about physiological adaptations and watch the video over the chameleon. 
9. Play the interactive game over adaptations. 
10. Read the paragraph over natural selection and watch the following video over Darwin. 
11.Play the interactive game over natural selections and then answer the following questions. 
12. Create a thinking map over short and long-term effects on the environment and how those 

effects can affect traits in an organism. Use a so what/so why frame. 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Tw1D38zD3KpV7WlelVEYyjTMBwySG0sY/view?usp=sharing
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13.Upload the thinking map to the assignment on Google Classroom. 
 
Pre-AP: 

14. Write a paragraph about adaptations of organisms and why they are important for an 
organism’s survival.  

15. Upload your thinking map/paragraph to the assignment created on Google Classroom. 
 
 

Engage and Practice (What do we want you to do?): 

This week, you will use GoFormative to watch videos, read short paragraphs, play interactive 
games and answer questions. You will be required to create a thinking map and submit it to 
Google Classroom. There will be a link on Google Classroom for you to upload your thinking map. 
PreAP-you will have an additional part to your thinking map that includes writing a paragraph. 
 
 
 

Create and Submit (What do we want you to turn in?): 

GoFormative questions 1-12 
Thinking map with a frame over short and long-term environmental changes 
Writing assignment for Pre-AP only 

Optional Extension Opportunity (What do we want you to do if you want to extend your learning?): 

Research a specific organism that has adapted because of a long-term effect on it’s environment. 
How did this organism adapt to survive?  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 


